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The Russians Arrive at the Hague. 


With the arrival of Litvinoff and his 
associates, the Hague Conference may be 
said to have really begun. Lacking any 
official pronouncement from either the 
tussians or the Allies, the most interest- 
ing item of news of the week is an Asso- 
ciated Press dispatch from The Hague, 
dated June 26. This is a report embody- 
ing the views of ‘‘a prominent and com- 
petent European observer of liberal 
tendencies, who recently came from 
Russia, after making a thorough investi- 
gation of political conditions there.”’ The 
report contains ten paragraphs, remark- 
able for their brevity. The name of the 
investigator is withheld by agreement. 
The “ten points” follow: 

1. Barring unforeseen events, the Soviet 
regime is not near collapse. Their most ardent 
adversaries, the Socialists, think they may con- 
tinue in power for another ten years. 

2. The economic exhaustion of Russia is com- 
plete, and admitted by the Soviets. All power 
of purchase has disappeared, 

3. The Soviets are divided among themselves, 
and internal struggles have begun. 

4. Hatred of the old regime is general among 
the people. 

5. Blockade and foreign military aggression 
have maintained the Soviets in power, but re- 
sumption of contact with Europe will destroy 
them and accelerate their evolution in the direc- 
iton of conservatism. 

6. The Soviets recognize without hesitation 
that only the foreigner can reconstruct Russia. 

7. For the moment the intransigeant factien 
of the Soviets triumphs. 

8. Litvinoff does not arrive with conciliatory 
intentions. 

9. The Russian Socialists would adhere imme- 
diately to Sovietism if they could obtain the 
right to vote, the secret vote and liberty of 
speech and the press. But the Socialists are 
inclined to refuse the franchise to the bour- 
reoisie. 

10. The blockade and foreign military inter- 
ventions have developed very powerful national- 
ism and xenophobia in Russia. 


“The world,” says the report, “must 
keap these facts in mind.” 


The German Republic Threatened 

The assassination, on June 24, of For- 
eign Minister Rathenau, one of the 
most brilliant Republican leaders, fol- 
lowing directly after a bitter verbal Roy- 
alist attack upon him in the Reichstag 
by Helfferich, leader of the Nationalist 
Party, has stirred Germany even more 
profoundly, if possible, than the assassi- 
nation of Erzberger. Rathenau died be- 
cause of his advocacy of the policy of 
“fulfililment.”” He and Chancellor Wirth 
have been foremost in urging that Ger- 
many do her utmost to meet the treaty 
terms. With overwhelming unanimity, 
organized labor, the most powerful polit- 
ical force in the Reich, has rallied against 
a possible monarchist and reactionary 
coup. Surely Poincaré will now more 
nearly agree with Lloyd George’s repeat- 
ed declarations that an Allied policy of 
extreme demands, supported by constant 
threats of military sanctions, can only 
result in making a republican govern- 
ment in Germany impossible. 


France Will Explain. 


M. Parmentier, an expert of the Finance 
Ministry, will sail July 2 to explain to the 
United States Refunding Commission “how 
France intends to pay her debt to Amer- 
ica.” The inspired despatch which follows 
this brief official announcement makes 
very clear that M. Parmentier’s mission is 
to be limited to pointing out how France 
is not in a position to pay her ebligations 
over here until she can collect from Ger- 
many and Russia, This means not at all, 
or, at the best, not for many years. What 
a mockery that our government continues 
to go solemnly through the motions of pre- 
paring to collect the French and other 
Allied obligations, interest and principal, 
within twenty-five years! M. Parmentier 
has a useful, if not pleasant task ahead of 
him. 


Japan Fixes Withdrawal Date 


Japan, June 24, officially announced 
that “the Diplomatic Advisory Council” 
had decided upon October 30 as the day 
for the withdrawal of the last Japanese 
soldiers from the maritime provinces of 
Siberia (no mention is made of Sakhalin). 
Commenting on this decision, the Foreign 
Office said: 


“Tt has been a matter of regret that various 
circumstances prevented Japan carrying out her 
desire to withdraw her troops from Siberia. 

“It cannot be said that political conditions 
there have attained full stability, but a change 
has occurred in the general conditions of the 
whole of Russia. Communistic measures seem to 
have been modified. The powers have altered 
their attitude toward Russia, as attested by the 
invitations to the Soviet Government to attend 
the Genoa and The Hague conferences and con- 
clusion of non-aggressive and non-propaganda 
agreements with Moscow. These latter promise 
to improve relations between the powers and the 
Soviet Government. 

“In view of the decisions, Japan has decided to 
carry out her original idea to evacuate Siberia. 


“Japan believes that with this removal of the 
Chita Government’s cause for suspicion the Far 
Eastern Republic of Siberia will strive to reach 
a commercial agreement with Tokio.” 


The Four-Power Treaty is also about to 
be ratified, it is reported. Thus does Japan 
promptly work towards the fulfillment of 
her Washington Conference pledges. 


The United States Recognizes the 
World Court 


Replying to the inquiry of March 27, 
from the Permanent Court of Interna- 
tional Justice, Secretary Hughes, March 
31, wrote as follows: 


“The State Depariment will be glad to receive 
any communication from the court, transmitted 
directly or through the American Legation at 
The Hague. Any letters for a rogatory commis- 
sion for taking testimony which may be received 
will be forwarded to the appropriate executive 
authorities in the United States in order that 
they may be brought to the attention of the 
court for such action as it is possible to take 
with reference to them under the laws of this 
country.” 


This informal recognition of the Court 
as an international agency, with which 
this government may properly have deal- 
ings, is in itself a small halting step, but 
one which makes more evident the incon- 
gruity of the American position. It is to 
be hoped that Mr. Hughes, fulfilling the 
expectations which his earnest advocacy 
of judicial settlement of international dis- 
putes has aroused, considers this as only a 
first move towards American complete 
participation in the League. This is doubt- 
less the simplest and most natural route 
for the United States into the League of 
Nations. 


Checks should be made payable to Ropert H. 
GARDINER, Treas., 3 West 29th St., New York City. 
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Non-Recognition and Banditry 


The kidnapping by Mexican bandits of 
A. Bruce Bielaski, former chief of the Se- 
cret Service and now Vice President of an 
oil company operating in Mexico, has been 
featured in the American press with flam- 
ing headlines as an international incident. 
Mr. Hughes immediately wired Chargé 
d‘Affaires Summerlin to move for Mr. 
Bielaski’s release. 

The editorial comment of The New 
York World, June 27, admirably points 
the moral: 


“Even if the bandits were in nobody’s pay but 
their own, this incident tends to confirm the 
theory that if recognition is long enough with- 
held something is sure to happen which will make 
it impossible. Either Obregon will be over- 
thrown for lack of outside support or some 
border clash that might be handled in routine 
fashion if there were machinery for it will be 
magnified into a breach of the peace for which 
Obregon’s Administration can be held respon- 
sible. The same interests that puffed young Diaz 
in print to the proportions of revolution could 
easily manufacture enough friction to excuse an 
American expedition. Banditry in Mexico causes 
far more conern in the United States than ban- 
ditry in New York City.” 


Marines to Remain in Haiti. 


The Senate Committee unanimously 
reports in favor of the continuance of 
the American occupation of Haiti. We 
reserve fuller comment until there has 
been an opportunity to read the text of 
the Committee’s report. In the mean- 
time, it is worth noting that the bi-parti- 
san character of the Committee’s en- 
dorsement of the present Haitian policy 
has no real significance, since the pro- 
gram of military occupation was inaugu- 
rated by the Democrats and continued 
by the Republicans. Beth parties are 
equally responsible. 


“It is the universal weakness of man- 
kind that what we are given to administer 
we presently imagine we own.” 

H. G. Wells, in his “Outline of History.” 


F. P. A. Secretary Abroad 


Miss Christina Merriman sailed June 
28 for three months in eastern and cen- 
tral Europe. Her present plans are to 
spend July in England and August in 
Russia. She will attend the third as- 
sembly of the League of Nations, open- 
ing at Geneva, September 4, returning 
September 28. 


The Amsterdam Algemeen Handelsblad 
gave almost the entire first page of its 
issue of June 15 to the first of the F. P. A. 
series of articles on “Liberal America and 
Russia.” This was prefaced by a long 
account of the work of this association. 


